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China, and that the province of Yunnan was, at one
time, almost in the hands of the followers of the
Prophet Father Girard says that, in a single
instance, when there was a famine in the province
of Chan - tong, the Mahommedans bought ten
thousand children, whom they educated in their
own faith.1 The whole number of Moslems in
the Empire " is estimated by some officials at
20,000,000 to 25,000,000."2 Observers agree that
the Mahommedan may commonly be distinguished
from his Buddhist countryman by his erect bearing
and fearless tones. Islam, in this country also,
transforms its votaries into military fanatics. As
the popular Buddhism is nothing more than
Paganism of a rather gross kind, though with a
fairly good ethical code, it may, in spite of the
advantage it possesses of being the faith of the
large majority, and backed by the Government, go
down before a monotheism that has already been
embraced by the Turkish division of the Tartars,
and which is the predominant religion in Malaysia.
The accident of a leader of genius arising to combine
the Mahommedans in a common organisation might
conceivably transfer sovereignty to a follower of
Islam. In that case it is difficult to suppose that
China would not become an aggressive military
power, sending out her armies in millions to cross
the Himalayas, and traverse the Steppes, or occupy-
ing the islands and the northern parts of Australia,
by pouring in immigrants protected by fleets.
Luther's old name for the Turks, that they were
"the people of the wrath of God," may receive a

1 Girard, France et Chine, tome ii. p. 250.
2 Balfour's Waifs and Strays from the Far East', pp. 31, 32.